
Xeriscape Plant List

Large Trees Scientific Name Site Conditions

Ash, Texas Fraxinus texensis Sun

Cherry, Black Prunus serotina var. exima Sun

Cypress, Arizona Cupressus arizonica Sun

Elm, Cedar Ulmus crassifolia Sun/part shade

Juniper “Cedar” Juniperus spp. Sun

Mesquite, Honey Prosopis glandulosa Sun

Oak, Bur Quercus macrocarpa Sun

Oak, Chinquapin Quercus muhlenbergii Sun

Oak, Lacey Quercus laceyi   Sun

Oak, Mexican White or Monterrey Quercus polymorpha Sun

Oak, Southern Live Quercus virginiana Sun

Oak, Texas Live Quercus fusiformis Sun

Oak, Texas Red Quercus texana or buckleyi Sun

Oak, Vasey or Scrub or Shin Quercus pungens var. vaseyana Sun

Palmetto, Texas or Palm Texas Sabal Sabal mexicana or texana Sun/part shade

Western Soapberry Sapindus drummondii Sun

Small Trees

Anacacho Orchid Tree Bauhinia lunariodes Sun/part shade

Anacua (Sandpaper Tree) Ehretia anacua Sun/part shade

Arroyo Sweetwood Myrospernum sousanum Sun/part shade

Buckeye, Mexican Ungnadia speciosa Sun/part shade

Buckthorn, Carolina Frangula caroliniana Part shade

Crape Myrtle Lagerstroemia indica Sun

Desert Willow Chilopsis linearis Sun

Dogwood, Roughleaf Cornus drummondii Sun/part shade

Eve’s necklace Styphnolobium affinis Part shade

Goldenball Leadball Leucana retusa Sun/part shade

Holly, Yaupon Ilex vomitoria Sun/part shade

Huisache Acacia farnesiana Sun

Kidneywood Eysenhardtia texana Sun/part shade

Mountain Laurel, Texas Sophora secundiflora Sun/part shade

Olive, Mexican Cordia boissieri Sun/part shade

Palm, Windmill Trachycarpus fortunei Sun/part shade

Persimmon, Texas Diospyros texana Sun/part shade

Plum, Mexican Prunus Mexicana Part shade

Pomegranate Punica granatum Sun/part shade

Redbud Cercis Canadensis var. texana, or var. mexicana Sun/part shade

Retama Parkinsonia aculeata Sun/part shade

Silktassel, Mexican Garrya ovata spp. lindheimeri Sun/part shade

Viburnum, Rusty Blackhaw Viburnum rufidulum Sun/Shade

Below are species which are approved for use in a Xeriscaped Landscape. This list is not intended to be a comprehensive list of acceptable 

plants, but to be helpful in selecting acceptable plants which will qualify for New Landscape Variances in accordance with Austin City Code 

Chapter 6-4, Water Conservation ;” This plant list was developed in large part from the Grow Green® Native and Adapted Landscape Plants 

guide. Drought tolerant plants not included on this list may also be given consideration .

Consult a local nursery or landscape professional for specific instructions related to plant installation, sun exposure, watering requirements, 

soil amendment recommendations, and other questions you may have for the long-term success of your xeriscaping project.
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Shrubs Scientific Name Site Conditions

Abelia, Glossy Abelia grandiflora Sun/part shade

Agarita Berberis (Mahonia) trifololata Part shade

Apache Plume Fallogia paradoxa Sun/part shade

Barbados Cherry Malpighia glabra Sun/part shade

Bottlebrush Callistemon citrinus Sun

Butterfly Bush, Wooly Buddleja marrubifolia Sun/part shade

Dalea, Black Dalea frutescens Sun

Desert Broom Baccharis sarothroides Sun

Elaeagnus Elaeagnus pungens Sun/part shade

Elbow Bush Forestirera pubescens Sun/part shade

Flame Acanthus Anisacanthus quadrifidus var. wrightii Sun/part shade

Fragrant Mimosa Mimosa borealis Sun/part shade

Germander, Bush or Silver Teucrium fruticans Sun/part shade

Holly, Chinese, Buford Ilex cornuta Sun/part shade

Holly, Yaupon Ilex vomitoria Sun/part shade

Mallow, Globe Sphaeralcea ambigua Sun

Mistflower, White Ageratina havanensis Sun/part shade

Rosemary Rosmarinus spp. Sun

Sage, Texas (Cenizo) Leucophyllum frutescens Sun

Senna, Flowering Cassia corymbosa Sun

Sumac, Evergreen Rhus virens  Sun/part shade

Sumac, Flameleaf Rhus lanceolata Sun/part shade

Sumac, Fragrant (Aromatic) Rhus aromatica Sun/part shade

Thryallis Galphimia glauca Sun

Turk’s Cap Malvaviscus arboreus Sun/part shade

Viburnum, Rusty Blackhaw    Viburnum rufidulum Part shade

Perennials

Artemisia Artemisia spp. Sun

Aster, Fall or Texas Aster spp. Sun

Bird of Paradise, Texas Caesalpinia gilliesi, pulcherrima Sun

Black-Eyed Susan Rudbeckia hirta Sun/part shade

Bulbine Bulbine frutescens Sun

Butterfly Weed, Mexican Asclepias currasavica Sun/part shade

Calylophus (Square Bud Primrose) Calylophus berlandieri Sun/part shade

Cast Iron Plant Aspidistra elatior Part shade

Chile Pequin (Petin) Capiscum anuum Part shade

Coneflower, Purple (Echinacea) Echinacea purpurea Sun/part shade

Coralbean Erithryna herbacea Sun/part shade

Coreopsis, Lance-leaf Coreopsis lanceolata Sun/part shade

Cuphea, Batface Cuphea llavea Sun/part shade

Cuphea, 'David Verity' Cuphea 'david verity' Sun/part shade

Daisy, Blackfoot Melampodium leucanthum Sun

Daisy, Chocolate Berlandiera lyrata Sun/part shade

Daisy, Copper Canyon Tagetes lemmonii Sun

Damianita Chrysactinia Mexicana Sun

Datura or Jimson Weed Datura wrightii Sun/part shade

Esperanza/Yellow Bells Tecoma stans Sun

Firecracker Fern Russelia equisetiformis Sun/part shade

Gaura Gaura lindheimeri Sun/part shade

Gayfeather Liatris mucronata Sun

Ghost Plant Graptopetalum paraguayense Sun/part shade

Honeysuckle, Mexican Justicia spicigera Sun/part shade

Hymenoxys, Four Nerve Daisy Tetraneuris scaposa or  Hymenoxys scaposa Sun/part shade

Iris, Bicolor Dietes bicolor Sun/part shade

Lamb’s Ear Stachys byzantina Sun

Lantana Lantana spp. Sun

Lion’s Tail Leonotis leonurus Sun

Marigold, Mexican Mint Tagetes lucida Sun/part shade

Mistflower, Gregg Conoclinium greggi Sun/part shade
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Perennials cont. Scientific Name Site Conditions

Morning Glory, Bush Ipomoea leptophylla Sun

Oregano, Mexican Poliomintha longiflora Sun/part shade

Penstemon Penstemon spp. Sun/part shade

Pride of Barbados Caesalpinia pulcherrima Sun

Primrose, Missouri Oenothera missouriensis Sun/part shade

Primrose, Pink Evening Oenothera speciosa Sun/part shade

Purple Prairie Clover Dalea purpurea Sun/part shade

Rock Rose Pavonia lasiopetala Sun/part shade

Ruellia, Dwarf Ruellia brittoniana Part shade

Sage, Jerusalem Phlomis fruticosa Sun

Sage, Russian Perovskia atriplicifolia Sun

Sage, Salvia Salvia spp. Sun/part shade

Senna, Lindheimer Senna lindheimeriana Sun/part shade

Shrimp Plant Justica brandegeana Sun/part shade

Skeletonleaf Goldeneye Viguiera stenoloba Sun/part shade

Skullcap, Heartleaf Scutellaria ovata sp. bracteata Sun/part shade

Skullcap, Pink or Wright's Purple Scutellaria suffrutescens or wrightii Sun/part shade

Spiderwort Tradescantia spp. Part shade

Sunflower, Maximilian Helianthus maximiliani Sun/part shade

Texas Betony Stachys coccinea Part shade

Winecup, Perennial Callirhoe involucrata Sun/part shade

Zexmenia Wedelia texana Sun/part shade

Cacti and Succulents

Agave Agave spp. Sun/part shade

Basket Grasss, Texas Beargrass, Sacahuista Nolina texana Sun/part shade

Devil’s shoestring, Nolina Nolina lindheimeriana Sun/part shade

Prickly Pear Opuntia spp. Sun 

Sedum Sedum spp. Sun/part shade

Sotol, Texas Dasylirion texana Sun/part shade

Yucca Hesperaloe spp.,Yucca spp. Sun/part shade

Ornamental Grasses

Bluestem, Little Schizachyrium scoparium Sun/part shade

Feathergrass, Mexican Nassella tenuissima Sun/part shade

Inland Sea Oats Chasmanthium latifolium Part shade

Maiden Grass or other Miscanthus Miscanthus spp. Sun/part shade

Muhly Grass Muhlenbergia spp. Sun/part shade

Purple Threeawn Aristida purpurea Sun/part shade

Sideoats Grama Bouteloua curtipendula Sun/part shade

Switchgrass Panicum virgatum Sun/part shade

Vines

Crossvine Bignonia capreolata Sun/part shade

 Jasmine, Confederate (Star) Trachelospermum jasminoides Sun/part shade

Mexican Flame Vine Pseudogynoxys chenopodioides Sun/part shade

Passion Vine Passiflora incarnata Sun/part shade

Trumpet Vine Campsis radicans Sun/part shade

Virginia Creeper Parthenocissus quinquefolia Sun/part shade

Groundcovers Scientific Name Site Conditions

Clover Fern Marsilea macropoda Sun/part shade

Dalea, Gregg Dalea greggii Sun/part shade

Germander, Creeping Teucrium cossonii Sun

Horseherb, Straggler Daisy Calyptocarpus vialis Part shade

Iceplant Aptenia spp., Delosperma spp., Malephora spp. Part shade

Mountain Pea Orbexilium sp. nov. Part shade

Plumbago, Leadwort Ceratostigma plumbaginoides Sun/part shade

Purple Heart Setcreasea pallida Part shade

Rosemary, Trailing Rosmarinus officinalis var. prostratus Part shade
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Groundcovers cont. Scientific Name Site Conditions

Santolina Santolina chamaecyparissus Sun 

Sedges Carex spp. Sun/part shade

Sedum Sedum spp. Sun/part shade

Silver Ponyfoot Dichondra argentea Sun/part shade

Snakeherb Dyschoriste linearis Sun/part shade

Verbena Verbena spp. Sun

Wooly Stemodia Stemodia lanata Sun/part shade

Zexmenia, Wedelia Wedelia hispida Sun/part shade

Turf Grasses

*Bermuda grass (sod only) - 'Celebration', 'Tifway 419' Cynodon spp. Sun

Buffalo grass - '609', 'Density', 'Prairie', 'Prestige' Bouteloua dactyloides Sun

Shortgrass Prairie Seed Mix Buffalo, Curly Mesquite, Blue Grama Sun

Zoysia - 'JaMur', 'El Toro', 'Crowne', or 'Palisades' Zoysia japonica Sun/part shade

* Common Bermuda is considered an invasive species.
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